	[image: image1.wmf]
CITY COUNCIL RESEARCH DIVISION

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY



	JEFFREY R. CLEMENTS
Chief of Research
(904) 630-1377
	
	117 West Duval Street

City Hall, Suite 425

Jacksonville, FL  32202

FAX (904) 630-3403



Bill Type and Number:   Ordinance 2012-636
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Office of General Counsel:
Date of Introduction: November 27, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU
Date of Analysis: November 30, 2012
Type of Action: Settlement Approval
Bill Summary: The ordinance approves the settlement of pending Federal Court litigation between the United States of America and the City of Jacksonville under the Americans With Disabilities Act DJ 204-17M-398; approving and authorizing the execution of a proposed settlement; authorizing the General Counsel and her designees to take all further actions to conclude the lawsuit.
Background Information: Since 1999, the United States Department of Justice has audited local governments for compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”).  In May 2010, the Department of Justice released the results of an audit that it had conducted in Jacksonville and offered a standard settlement agreement.  The Office of General Counsel has been negotiating the terms of the settlement agreement for the past 12 months. The settlement agreement enumerates remedial actions to be taken by the City to be in compliance with ADA.
Terms of the settlement include: repairs to survey facilities, repairs to non-surveyed facilities, repairs and installation of curb-outs at sidewalk-street intersections, employment issues, law enforcement issues, elections issues, emergency management issues, and other issues.  Excluding items relating to the Supervisor of Elections, the estimated cost of the proposed settlement agreement will be approximately $37,260,000.  The settlement language allows the City to defer the more costly items until later in the 6-year settlement term.
Policy Impact: Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”)/Office of General Counsel
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Jackson
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